
    Alaska State Legislature 
Representative Les Gara 

Senator Hollis French 
 

 

March 18, 2011 

 

 

Re:         Funds Needed for proposed Glen Alps/Flattop Parking Expansion 

 

Dear Governor Parnell: 

 

We are writing to ask that you support us in solving the severe Glen Alps parking problem in Chugach State Park. 

That area sees over 130,000 visitors a year, but because of a change in policy last year, it is difficult, and often 

impossible, for residents to park at and hike the area if they arrive at the parking lot after work.  By 5 p.m. the lot is 

normally full, and this has caused great frustration by Alaskans who hike, jog and bike at Powerline Pass, or hike 

Flattop, Little O’Malley and O’Malley Peaks, and the dozens of hiking destinations served by that parking lot.    

 

We have learned there is a plan at the Division of Parks to solve the parking problem, but no funding for it has been 

proposed in your budget.  In a complex budget, this may have been an oversight, in which case the Senate and 

House Finance Committees would entertain a request from your office for that funding.  We understand that as of 

this week your office has submitted additional capital project requests based on similar understandable oversights. 

 

We hope you’ll join us by stating your support for a plan to resolve the parking shortage, and introduce an amended 

capital budget request.  There is a preliminary plan to add 50 parking spaces for a cost of $715,000, and a further 

plan to add another 50 spaces in future years. 

 

As you may know, residents in Anchorage are losing access to Chugach State Park because of inadequate parking at 

the Glen Alps parking area.  Until 2010 this was not a problem because the city allowed overflow parking on the 

roadway outside the parking lot, but because of safety concerns they started to enforce a parking ban in 2010. 

 

We would like to see this problem solved for Alaskans this summer, so our constituents aren’t excluded from the 

city’s most popular hiking area.  The area is also an attraction to tourists, and the inability of tourists to access that 

area will have a negative impact on that industry as well. 

 

A supplemental request from your office to the Finance Committees, noting any accidental oversight on this issue 

would help us get this needed item into the budget. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Rep. Les Gara                                    Sen. Hollis French 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 


