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April 27, 2011 
The Honorable Eric Holder 
Attorney General of the United States 
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 
 
Dear Mr. Holder: 
 
Thank you for opening an investigation into the high fuel prices that are hurting families, communities 
and businesses across the nation. We write to ask you to address Alaska’s unique situation in your 
investigation. 
 
We support your effort and want to help resolve the issue of high fuel prices by offering a perspective 
from Alaska.  Since 2008, Alaska has consistently had the highest gasoline prices in the nation. According 
to the April 26, 2011 report from AAA, the average gasoline price in Alaska, excluding state taxes, is 
$4.10. Alaska produces more crude oil per capita than any other state and roughly 15% of the daily 
crude oil consumption in the US. Historically, Alaska prices at the pump have been similar to those in the 
contiguous 48 states but prices have skyrocketed in the last three years. 
 
The Alaska Attorney General, the House Judiciary Committee and Legislative Research Services have 
investigated Alaska’s high fuel prices and concluded that they are caused by abnormally high margins 
charged by Alaska’s two major oil refineries. The Alaska Attorney General’s office determined that there 
was no real competition between these refineries. We have included copies of these three reports to aid 
in your investigation. 
 
Alaska’s high prices have caused significant hardships for Alaskan families, communities and businesses. 
These high prices damage a local economy by increasing costs for business, transportation and labor and 
decreasing consumer demand at the same time. Simply put, we have constituents who are afraid that 
they will have to leave Alaska if these high prices continue.  
 
We sincerely wish you success in your investigations into the high price of fuel which is hampering our 
nation’s economic recovery. We hope that you will include an in-depth look at the causes of Alaska’s 
high prices as you consider the high fuel prices in the nation. We also hope that you will determine 
whether there has been any violation of federal law and provide recommendations about how these 
prices can be lowered. Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

     
Representative Scott Kawasaki         Representative Pete Petersen Representative Chris Tuck 


